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Title 2: The Good One: Is our most revered knowledge more fragile
than we assume it to be? Discuss with reference to the arts and one
other area of knowledge.

Choose this if:

e You wantto research nearly anything.

e You want some room for interpretations

e You wantto poke holes in things

The Arts

e Knowledge of “great” artworks — is the perspective (opinion?)
that the Mona Lisa is the greatest painting a fragile belief?

e Works that took a long time to become considered great — films
such as Citizen Kane and Casablanca were not considered
great at their time, but are now considered all-time greats. How
does knowledge of their greatness stand the “test of time”?

e Connectthis to shared knowledge. Is this opinion or
knowledge?

e Genres - all artforms use genres as a way of classifying
knowledge. Is this knowledge and approach fragile?

o Old Town Road
o Beyonce
o Space Westerns

e Death of the Author —if the reader/viewer is the one that
creates the knowledge, is this knowledge fragile? And is this
perspective itself fragile?!

e Duchamp’s rejection —don’t just focus on Fountain like the
noobs. Learn the whole story. How did the “knowledge” of
experts come into play here?

e Salon de Refuses —they would say that their knowledge was
not fragile. We would say that it was.



https://www.thecollector.com/citizen-kane-greatest-film-all-time/
https://cinephiliabeyond.org/immortal-casablanca-old-hollywoods-everlasting-masterpiece-still-beloved/
https://docs.lib.purdue.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=8507&context=atg
https://www.vox.com/2019/8/23/20826730/lil-nas-x-old-town-road-vma-podcast
https://www.salon.com/2024/09/10/beyoncs-cma-snub-comes-as-no-surprise-but-its-still-upsetting/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Space_Western
https://www.oxfordhomeschooling.co.uk/blog/the-death-of-the-author/#:~:text=The%20Death%20of%20the%20Author%20is%20a%20literary%20theory%20that,of%20the%20Author%E2%80%9D%20in%201967.
https://press.philamuseum.org/marcel-duchamp-and-the-fountain-scandal/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Salon_des_Refus%C3%A9s

e Billy Collins on “measuring” art — Collins says that we all
produce knowledge about art when consuming it. It’s
impossible not to make judgements, as well.

e Proper artistic techniques —there is a proper technique for
playing piano, and in photography the “rule of thirds” would be
considered revered knowledge. Is the knowledge of a “proper”
way of doing things fragile or not? And why is it considered
such a strong rule?

Maths

e Mathematical Assumptions — All of maths is based on
assumptions called axioms. These are assumptions that
cannot be proven true, but they work as the fundamental
guidelines for the entire AOK.

e Can anything be proven in math? Certainty in maths is
traditionally done through social means. Does that mean that
we cah ever be certain?

e Does Al prove things? Or just confirm what we already know?
What is the role of Al in doing things that the global community
of mathematicians cannot? Does Al prove things that we can’t?
This, too.

e Do numbers exist? One of my go-to TOK videos when | want to
confuse my students.

Natural Sciences
e Nearly everything once believed to be true has been proven
wrong. What is something that you can choose that will stand
out?
e So....why can’t our most revered knowledge be proven wrong?
What is different now than in any point in history?
o Theory of Relativity — fragile or not?
o Theory of evolution - fragile or not?


https://middleschoolpoetry180.wordpress.com/2017/12/28/229-introduction-to-poetry-billy-collins/
https://www.adobe.com/creativecloud/photography/discover/rule-of-thirds.html
https://pi.math.cornell.edu/~numb3rs/luthy3/frienemies.html#:~:text=In%20mathematics%2C%20the%20basic%20assumptions,pick%20as%20few%20as%20possible.
https://mathigon.org/world/Axioms_and_Proof#:~:text=Mathematicians%20assume%20that%20axioms%20are,two%20numbers%20a%20and%20b.
https://writings.stephenwolfram.com/2007/12/mathematics-mathematica-and-certainty/#:~:text=Mathematics%20likes%20to%20think%20of,the%20past%20century%20or%20so.
https://mathscholar.org/2019/04/google-ai-system-proves-over-1200-mathematical-theorems/
https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/ai-beats-humans-on-unsolved-math-problem/
https://www.technologyreview.com/2023/12/14/1085318/google-deepmind-large-language-model-solve-unsolvable-math-problem-cap-set/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1EGDCh75SpQ

How does our most trusted technology come into play?
o James Webb Telescope - is this fragile or not?
o LHC —is it fragile or not? Revered because of ground-
breaking tech and huge claims.

e What are the things that we can be certain about? Is it fragile at

all?
o Round/Flat Earth (don’t use this one)
o Periodic table
o Scientific Method
= Whatis it good/not good for?
= Not a universal way of learning
o DNA
o Biological Claims

Human Sciences

Rational Choice Theory - revered for a long time. Now

contrasted with Behavioral Economics. What made us move
on? Is it obsolete? Or just not the main claim anymore?
Unconscious Mind - Freudian Psychology. Though many
psychologists believe that Freud was misguided in some areas,
all psychologists believe in the power of the unconscious
mind. Definitely revered.

Behavioral/Operant Conditioning — why do people do what they
do? This theory claims to explain people’s behavior and
choices and is revered for it’s simplicity and applicability. Is it
fragile or not?

Tabula Rasa - people are born with a “blank slate.” This was
revered “knowledge” for a long time. Now we’re not so sure.
Philosophy — Free Will vs Determinism



https://science.nasa.gov/mission/webb/
https://science.howstuffworks.com/5-discoveries-made-by-the-large-hadron-collider-so-far-.htm#:~:text=While%20exploring%20the%20particle's%20possible,established%20model%20for%20quark%20arrangements.
https://business.ucr.edu/news/2024/08/05/expert-insights-rational-choice-theory#:~:text=What%20Is%20Rational%20Choice%20Theory,will%20provide%20the%20most%20benefit.
https://www.investopedia.com/terms/b/behavioraleconomics.asp
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/basics/freudian-psychology
https://www.verywellmind.com/operant-conditioning-a2-2794863#:~:text=So%20it%20makes%20sense%20that,1
https://www.verywellmind.com/blank-slate-definition-2671563#:~:text=Systematic%20desensitization%20is%20a%20type,unlearn%20your%20feelings%20of%20anxiety.
https://www.simplypsychology.org/freewill-determinism.html#:~:text=Different%20levels%20of%20determinism,%2C%20the%20media%2C%20or%20school.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Determinism#:~:text=Determinism%20is%20the%20philosophical%20view,that%20the%20two%20are%20compatible.

